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PETITION TO REVIVE ABANDONED APPLICATION 
Re: App. No. 10/032,426, filed 12-31-01 

is a petition to revive the above-named application, which I learned only 
today is considered abandoned, since the previous Office Action was filed slightly more 
than six months ago. For reasons to be stated, we request that this application be 
reinstated. 

I received a Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment, dated May 1 1 th . I responded 
to it on June 9 th , believing that the Remarks and signature on the Transmittal Sheet, Form 
SB/21, would be sufficient. A copy of this Response is attached. Had this response been 
accepted, it would have been considered timely. It appears that another notice of Non- 
Compliant Amendment was filed on August 3d, but I never received that notice in the 
mail. Therefore, I did not know that there was any problem with my submission of June 
9 th . 

th 

I was not aware of any difficulty with this matter until September 9 , when I 
checked the PTO web site for the status of the application. After learning of the problem, 
I immediately called Examiner Frankie L. Stinson to inquire about the difficulty. He 
faxed me the notice from Legal Instrument Examiner Crystal Queen (copy of Notice and 
Fax sheet attached). I prepared a "Remarks and signature" sheet that I believed would be 
sufficient to complete the response (original attached), but there were still two 
outstanding issues. I wanted confirmation from Ms. Queen that, indeed, the "Remarks" 
were sufficient. I also wanted to know if an "extension of time fee" would be required, 
since I had not received the August 3d notice. 



Since that time, I have managed to reach Ms. Queen and Examiner Stinson, 
despite delays caused by several instances of "phone tag." I do not blame your 
employees of myself for these delays; sometimes communication takes time. Examiner 
Stinson informed me today that there would be no fee due, but that I would be required to 
file a Petition to revive this application. That is the purpose of this document. 

Therefore, we request that Application No. 10/032,426 (Dutka, et als., Water- 
Power Washing and Rinsing Device) be revived and sent back to Examiner Stinson for 
further action. 

If it had not been for the combination of events I described, with any 
complications that might have been caused by the PTO's office move, there would 
certainly have been a timely response on my part. It has been less than one month since I 
received actual notice of the requirement of Remarks and a signature on a separate page, 
and I believe that the papers submitted with this Petition fulfill the requirements. 

Thank you for your consideration. 



DAVID PETER ALAN 
No. 30,905 


Dated: 


September 29, 2004 


Papers 



REMARKS: 

Since further remarks are required, we submit them as follows: 

Our response of June 9, 2004 is attached and incorporated by reference into these 
Remarks. We hope that the amendments submitted are fully acceptable, and that the 
application is now in a condition for allowance. 

We await a further Office Action. 



DAVID PETER ALAN, No. 30,905 
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AMENDMENTS: 

Please amend the specification as follows: 

On page 6, please amend the sixth paragraph as follows: 

Fig. 6 refers to the embodiment depicted in Fig. 5, showing only the stand, from a rear 
diagonal view. 

On page 1 1, please amend the second paragraph as follows: 

Fig. 3 shows a top view of the vessel unit, without the stand. Fig. 3 shows a sieve unit, 
removably mounted on top of the vessel and covering it. Mesh screen 30 is fixedly mounted 
to border 31, which fits on top of the vessel, and is positioned there by hooking [clip members] 
clips 32. Mesh screen 30 may be made of plastic, stainless steel, aluminum of any other material 
that does not rust and does not interact with food items that might be washed inside. The sort of 
screening that is used for food strainers in kitchens is suitable. Screen 30 and border 3 1 may be 
secured to the vessel by any means known in the art. 

Beginning on page 1 1, please amend the paragraph comprising the last two lines of page 
11 and all of page 12 as follows: 

Fig. 4 shows a bracket for receiving pivot pins 20 and 20', which form part of the stand 
unit. Two such brackets are used, located on opposite sides of main vessel chamber 10, and with 
their central portions extending outward slightly from main vessel chamber 10. The brackets are 
mirror images of each other. Looking at one of the brackets, bracket 40 extends outwardly 
(toward the viewer, if the surface of the vessel at the diameter approximates the plane of the 
drawing sheet) in its central portion. Side portions lie flush with the surfaces of the vessel and 
are held onto the vessel by rivets 4 1 and 4 1 '. Bracket 40 can also be bolted onto the vessel, or 


< 

more than one rivet may be used on each side. Cut out from the central portion of bracket 40 is 
recessed channel 42, which engages pivot pin 20. Recessed channel 42 has a vertical component 
at the front, and is also curved rearwardly and eventually downward, terminating in a small 
keyway toward the rear of the central portion of bracket 40. When the vessel is oriented 
horizontally for filling with water, pivot pin 20 [or 20*] engages bracket 40 [and] at its rearmost 
point of termination. The bracket on the other side of the vessel, hidden bracket 40', is the 
mirror image of bracket 40, and engages unseen pivot pin 20'. In the prototype of the invention, 
the center of bracket 40 and its counterpart on the other side of the vessel are located on opposite 
sides of the vessel's main chamber 10, at or near where main chamber 10 is widest, two inches 
below the rim. Vertically, bracket 40 and its counterpart on the other side of the vessel should be 
located at a height above the floor of front extension 1 1 , such that sufficient water entering main 
chamber 10 and front extension 11 will cause a greater weight of water to be placed forward of 
the axial diameter of main chamber 10 [, thereby causing] . This will cause the vessel to rotate 
with front extension 1 1 moving [frontwardly] rearwardly and downwardly (clockwise as viewed 
in Figs. 1 and 3), thereby in turn causing the water contained therein to spill out. 

On pages 14 and 15, please amend the paragraph consisting of the last three lines of page 
14 and the first four lines of page 15 as follows: 

This process is repeated continuously, with the only external power being the running 
water from the faucet in the sink, or whatever water source is used. No attention from the 
operator is required during the washing operation. Moreover, fresh water is applied during each 
washing cycle. When the operator believes that the food or other herns to be washed are 
sufficiently clean, he or she terminates the washing operation by turning ofFthe water, picking up 
the vessel by handle 12 and [spilling] pouring out any accumulated water manually. 
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The last seven lines on page 15 should be a separate paragraph, as follows: 
Alternatively, a spring mounted to the vessel and to the stand, used instead of, or in 
conjunction with the weighted handle or other weighted member will also restore horizontal 
orientation This can be seen in Fig. 5. Spring 50 is connected at one end to ring 5 1, which is 
fixedly mounted to the rear of the vessel. At its other end, spring 50 is attached to the center 
cross-bar 52, which is horizontally oriented and connects diagonal members 16 and 16\ Spring 
50 is in its compressed position when the vessel is horizontally oriented, and is stretched when 
the vessel is filled with liquid. 

On page 16, please amend the first paragraph as follows: 

In the alternate embodiment, instead of pivot pins being fixedly mounted to the stand 
[and rotating] , which rotates within recessed channels fixedly mounted to the vessel, fee pivot 
pins are fixedly [mountable] mounted to the vessel for [insertion into] placement onto 
semicircular openings at the apical points on the stand, as mentioned previously. In such 
operation, said apical points on the stand are capable of being spread apart slightly to receive the 
pivot pins for operation. 

THE INVENTION CLAIMED IS: 

1 (original). A device for washing or rinsing foodstuffs or nonfood items powered by the 
filling of said device with water or any other liquid used in the process of such washing or 
rinsing, comprising: a vessel in which said washing or rinsing takes place; a means for emptying 
said vessel of liquid after it has washed or rinsed said foodstuffs or nonfood items and allowing 
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refilling of said vessel, such means operating periodically and cyclically without attention from 
any person during said rinsing or washing operation; and a means for keeping the foodstuffs or 
nonfood items washed or rinsed inside the vessel during said washing or rinsing operation. 

2 (original). The device as in claim 1, in which the liquid used for said washing or 
rinsing operation is water. 

3 (original). The device as in claim 2, in which said water is provided by a continuously 
running source. 

4 (original). The device as in Claim 1, in which said vessel further comprises a central 
chamber capable of holding the foodstuffs or nonfood items to be washed or rinsed, along with a 
front extension chamber contiguous therewith and with no barrier between said central chamber 
and said front extension chamber, said front extension chamber placed frontward from, and with 
its bottom higher than that of said central chamber, with the result that the center of gravity of 
said vessel will be shifted forward from the horizontal center of said central chamber when said 
front extension chamber of said vessel is filled with a sufficient amount of liquid. 

5 (original). The device as in Claim 4, in which said vessel comprises two chambers, 
said central chamber being the larger of such chambers, said front extension being the smaller of 
such chambers, and such chambers being contiguous with each other and with no barrier 
between their outside surfaces. 
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6 (original). The device as in Claim 5, further comprising a screen that mounts over the 

vessel. 

7 (original). The device as in Claim 1, in which said vessel is of a shape, tapered in width 
from its widest near its rearmost point or line, to its narrowest at its forwardmost point, with such 
forwardmost point culminating in a spout, and said tapering of the shape of said vessel occurring 
also from maximum depth at the rear part of said vessel, to minimum depth at the frontwardmost 
point of said vessel, said frontwardmost point also being situated at or near the top surface of 
said vessel. 

8 (original). The device as in Claim 7, further comprising a screen that mounts over the 

vessel. 

9 (original). The device as in Claim 1, further comprising a stand for said device, which 
holds said device in position for operation. 

10 (original). The device as in claim 9, in which said stand further comprises a means for 
holding said vessel in a horizontal position for the reception of liquid for use in said washing or 
rinsing operation. 

11 (original). The device as in Claim 10, in which said means is a stopper fixedly 
mounted to said stand and positioned at a height sufficient to contact the bottom surface of said 


vessel, such tot «id vessel is oriented to the horizontal plane when the tear portion of its bottom 


surface is in contact with said stopper. 


12 (origin*). The device as to claim 9, to which said stand further comprises a means for 


contacting 


said vessel that allows rotational motion of said vessel. 


13 (original). The device as in Claim 12, further comprising a means for cessation of 
rotational motion when the liquid that had previously been in the vessel has been emptied 


therefrom. 


14 (original). The device as to claim 13, in which said means is the stopper ment.oned to 
nioned as to engage said vessel when sufficient rotational motion n> empty said 


Claim 11, so positio 


liquid from said vessel has been completed. 

15 (currently amended). The device as in Claim 13, in which said means forther 
comprises a second stopper, [in addition to the stopper mentioned in Claiml 1,] said second 
stopper being so positioned as to [engage] intact said vessel when sufficient rotational motion 
to empty said liquid from said vessel has been completed. 

16(original). The device as in Claim 3, in which the means for continuously filling said 
vessel with water is the running of water from the faucet on a sink. 
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17 (currently amended). The device as in Claim 1, in which the means for emptying said 
vessel of liquid utilizes the rotational motion of said vessel with respect to said stand in one 
rotational direction when said vessel has received sufficient liquid to move the center of gravity 
forwardly from the position it would occupy if said vessel were empty, and the weight of said 
liquid causes such rotational motion, and the rotational motion in the opposite rotational 
direction after the rotational motion caused by said temporary movement of the center of gravity 
of said vessel has caused the liquid therein to spill and be thereby removed from said vessel. 

18 (original). The device as in Claim 17, further comprising a means for quickly 
restoring said vessel to a horizontal position to accommodate the reception of a new quantity of 
liquid for further washing or rinsing. 

19 (original). The device as in Claim 18, in which said means comprises a spring 
stretchably attached to said vessel upon the rear surface of said vessel, as well as to the stand 
upon which said vessel sits, said spring stretching when said vessel rotates to empty accumulated 
liquid, and returning to its compressed state when said liquid has been emptied from said vessel; 
said compression of said spring effecting the return of said vessel to a horizontal orientation. 

20 (original). The device as in Claim 18, in which said means for restoring said vessel to 
a horizontal position comprises a weighted member located rearward from the center of gravity 
of said vessel. 

21 (original). The device as in Claim 20, in which said weighted member is a handle. 


22 (currently amended). The device as in Claim [21] 20, in which said weighted member 
is a weight placed inside said vessel, upon the floor of said vessel and at its rearmost point. 


23 (original). The device as in Claim 11, in which said means for keeping said foodstuffs 
or nonfood hems inside said vessel during said washing or rinsing operation further comprises a 
screen through which liquids can pass, but solid items cannot. 


24 (original). The device as in Claim 23, in which said screen is sufficiently large to 
cover the entire area of said vessel, parallel to the top and bottom of said vessel and at a 
predetermined height above the bottom surface of said vessel, or is sufficiently large to cover the 
portion of said vessel which is normally filled with liquid until the moment before the emptying 
of said liquid from said vessel occurs. 


25 (currently amended). The device as in Claim 23, in which said vessel [is sha 
according to the configuration mentioned in Claim 5] 
front extension chamber fiortdguous th™ 


chamber, alone with a 


ronl 


tber being s maller than 
from said 


said central chamber and gaid. front t ension ^ ^ T r | nm1 


P^al^haabei further comprising a screen fixedly mounted between said central chamber and 
said front extension chamber, said screen permitting liquids, but not solid hems, to pass 
therethrough. 


26 (currently amended). The device as in Claim 25, in which [the] said screen 
[mentioned in Claim 23] covers only the central chamber of said vessel, and not the extension 
chamber thereof. 

27 (original). The device as in Claim 26, in which the device mentioned therein is 
removably attached to said vessel by means of a plurality of clips which engage the top surface 
of the central chamber of said vessel. 

28 (original). The device as in Claim 24, in which said screen is removably attached to 
said vessel. 

29 (original). The device as in Claim 28, in which said screen is removably attached to 
said vessel by means of a plurality of clips which engage said vessel. 

30 (original). The device as in Claim 17, in which said rotational motion is actuated by 
means of pins fixedly mounted to said stand, located at a specific height and located a sufficient 
distance apart to leave a narrow space open when the diameter of said vessel is placed between 
said pins, said pins also engaging recessed channels fixedly mounted to said vessel at a specific 
height and on opposite sides of said vessel at the diameter thereof. 

31 (original). The device as in Claim 30, in which said pins engage said channels to 
permit sufficient rotational motion to allow said vessel to be oriented up to seventy-five degrees 
from the horizontal plane when such rotational motion has been fully actuated. 

* 
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32 (original). The device as in Claim 3 1, in which said recessed channels are located 
within brackets fixedly mounted to the sides of said vessel and extending outwardly therefrom. 

33 (original). The device as in Claim 17, in which said rotational motion is actuated by 
means of pins fixedly mounted to said vessel and extending outwardly therefrom, said pins also 
being received by cradlelike support members fixedly mounted to said stand in such a manner as 
to permit rotational motion of said pins therewithal. 

34 (original). The device as in Claim 33, in which said pins engage said cradlelike 
support members to permit sufficient rotational motion to allow said vessel to be oriented up to 
seventy-five degrees from the horizontal plane when such rotational motion has been fully 
actuated. 

35 (original). A device for washing or rinsing foodstuffs or other nonfood items, where 
the improvement consists of the ability to continuously wash or rinse such items, with power for 
such washing or rinsing operation provided solely by the impartation of water or any other liquid 
for such washing or rinsing operation, and with no intervention from the operator of such device 
during said washing or rinsing operation. 
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